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  Silver Pines Parent POST  

Calendar of  Events –  
Important Dates 

Jan. 23-24 Dental Screening Program 
Feb. 11  Term 1 Reports go home 
Feb. 12  Dance-a-Thon Fundraising Event 
Feb. 17  Family Day—no school 
Mar. 7  P. A. Day—no school 
Mar. 10-14 March Break—no school 
March 25 Gr. 7 Hep B & Meningitis & Gr.8  Human  
  Papillomavirus (HPV) female immunization 

School Council 2013-2014 Meeting Dates: 

February 3, 2014 
April 7, 2014 

May 5, 2014 

Admin  Message 
Dear Families, 

It has been a cool wintery start to January!  Thank you for your support by sending your child ready for possible 

outdoor recesses: hats, scarves, mitts, boots and snow pants go a long way!  We also thank you for keeping very 

sick kids at home.  We will continue to encourage our students to wash their hands and to follow proper hygiene 

to ensure minimal spread of germs this season.   Students too sick to go outside for recess are too sick to be at 

school.  

Students this month are busily engaged in many culminating activities as term 1 is coming to an end.  The 

learning is buzzing all around the school as students are learning with and from each other and are sharing 

their successes with their teachers and peers.  Students are also learning to be reflective and to set realistic and 

measurable goals as they transition into term 2.   Report cards will be distributed on February 11th.  

Please take the time to discuss the reports with your child/ren.  Remember that the Learning Skills part of the 

report card is just as important, if not more so, as the subject area part of the report card.  Learning skills are 

life skills.  They are part of what makes a child grow up into an adult who’s a responsible, collaborative and con-

tributing member of society.  Please review that section of the report card carefully with your child/ren and dis-

cuss next steps and plans ahead. 

On February 12th, we will hold our 2nd annual Dance-a-thon, fundraising for technology for our school.  Please 

remember to send your child with their pledge form and money on February 12th and not before.  A special thank 

you shout out to our amazing school council for all their volunteer work organizing this event and many other 

student and parent engagement events for our school!  We have an amazing student and parent body!  

At this time we would also like to formally welcome Mrs. Betty Jalali to our office team.  Mrs. Jalali will con-

tinue to replace Ms. Shelli Gould until the end of the school year, while Ms. Gould is on leave.  Thank you par-

ents for the warm welcome that you’ve extended to our new office team, and for being patient with both Mrs. 

Jalali and Mrs. McPhail as they get to know students, siblings and families. They’ve already become part of our 

Silver Pines family and we look forward to wonderful months ahead working together and learning from and 

with each other.  We will continue to work hard to service our community with professionalism and with care. 

 

Best regards,  

Aneta Fishman  Sherry Zarif 

Principal   Vice Principal 
BE A LEADER~BE A LEARNER~HAVE A VOICE~HAVE FUN!  

 
 

January 15,  2013  

Silver Pines P.S. Contact Information 

 
Phone:  905.508.7303  

 
Fax:  905.508.7351 

 
Website:   www.silverpines.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
 

Administrative Assistant:  Secretary:  
Mrs. Deidra McPhail  Mrs. Betty Jalali 
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Silver Pines is Awarded $1000!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Silver Pines students—Silver Pines P. S. 

has been awarded a $1000.00 grant from the Metro Green 

Apple School Program! By taking the initiative to encourage 

healthy eating habits at school, the Silver Pines snack pro-

gram will be sponsored in part by Metro. Encourage your 

students to continue to take part by enjoying one of the 

fresh fruits provided during snack time or by bringing a 

healthy snack from home to enjoy in the company of friends. 

Moving? 

 
If you are moving, please in-
form the office in writing. 
Include the last day of atten-
dance and the school your 
child(ren) will be attending. 
This will help to facilitate the 
transferring of your child’s 
records and update our files. 
Also, if you know of a family 

who will be moving into the Silver Pines P.S. area, 
please advise them to call the school as soon as possi-
ble for registration information (all grades). 

Locked School Doors 
 

Beginning February 3, all 
school doors, including the 
front doors, will be locked 15 
minutes after the morning 
entry bell. The doors will re-
main locked for the rest of the 
day. Anyone arriving at the 
school after that time must buzz in and sign in 
at the main office. 

•To access before and after care programs, we 
ask you to use the childcare entrance. YMCA 
will be communicating with parents more de-
tails of the plan for pick up from different 
rooms. 

•If you are dropping off lunch and/or items for 
your child during the school day, you will need 
to buzz in. 

•Students who leave the property for lunchtime 
need to continue to sign out in the office.  Stu-
dents are asked to give themselves enough time 
to get back to school so they can enter the 
school from the back / side doors with the rest 
of the students (as opposed to the main doors 
which will be locked.) They do not need to sign 
back in at the office, as attendance will be done 
in classrooms. 

Our school continues to be a safe place where 
parent and community member involvement is 
welcomed and encouraged. This additional step 
will enhance the measures we already have in 
place, and ensure that all visitors sign in at the 
main office upon arrival. 

SNOW RULES 

The time has come to review some of the rules around safety involving snow. Packed snow poses 

many hazards including embedded grit and loose debris which can cause injury, heavy packed snow 

can also result in injury. Our expectations/rules are few and simple: 

1. All snow stays on the ground (no snowballs at all) 

2. Snow can be moved to create snow forts, snow people and other snow structures. 

3. The construction of the aforementioned structures will be respected by all and no knocking down 

or destruction by others. 

These expectations/rules are repeatedly reviewed on the announcements, by the classroom teachers 

and school assistants. 
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Weather Watch 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every re-
cess unless the principal or vice-principal decides that weather conditions are so poor 
that it would be detrimental for them to be outdoors. Students are to come to school 
ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch. We always 
monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the stu-
dents indoors or shorten the recess breaks. 

We sometimes receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors 
during recess times because they are not feeling well. Unfortunately, we do not have 
the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recovering from an ill-
ness. Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from 
participating in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain 

at home until their condition improves. This will likely benefit the students concerned and prevent 
the spread of this illness to others. 

Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advis-
able for students to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold 
weather of the winter months. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, please 
be sure to label all articles of clothing. Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the 
younger children will help make recess an enjoyable time. 

Exceptions are made on an individual basis for children who may need to remain indoors for 
an extended period of time because of a physical condition or recovery from a serious illness 
or accident. In such cases, a letter from the doctor is required. 

Inclement Weather Days 

 

Should the weather become so severe that the Board cancels buses in the morning that information 
will be conveyed through the local media, TV or Radio stations. 

CBC (740 AM)             CJEZ (97.3 FM)         CHIN (1540 AM)         SRC (90.3 FM) 

CKFM (99.9 FM)         AM (640)                    CHUM (1050 AM)        CFRB (1010 AM) 

NEWS (680 AM)  CITY TV    CJCL (590 AM )         CKDX (88.5 FM)         

CHAY (93.1 FM)         CHFI (98.1 FM)           CHUM (104.5 AM ) 

 

If buses are cancelled, the school will still remain open. It is at the discretion of the parents 
whether or not to send their children to school. If the buses do not run in the morning, they will not 
run in the afternoon. AT ALL TIMES students should be aware of an alternative place to go should bus 
service be cancelled or delayed or should schools be forced to close due to an emergency. If you drive 
your child to school when buses are cancelled you must also pick them up. 
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A Message from the Learning Commons 

 

The big question that has been asked by many students at Silver Pines is, “What 

is a Learning Commons!? I thought it was called a library!?”. Sparked by this 

natural curiosity, students are being asked to define their space. When they open 

the doors: What do they see? What do they hear? What do they feel? I hope 

that by opening up this dialogue and allowing the students share their observa-

tions and ideas about the space, they will also be able to take ownership of it. 

 The Learning Commons is a space where students are able to collaborate with one another, as well as 

with teachers and support staff. It is a space that makes information accessible so that students can 

explore their ideas and develop answers to the many questions that they pose about the world around 

them. This information is not just found in the books that line the shelves at Silver Pines, but in the 

people that fill the space and the technology that is available. As we continue to transition from a li-

brary into a Learning Commons, students will be better able to access information through technology 

such as computers and iPads. This technology also provides students with a new means of collaborat-

ing with one another (for example: through GoogleDocs, social media, and podcasts). A fantastic web-

site that students can access at home as well as at school is Open Culture (www.openculture.com), a 

website devoted to free cultural and educational media. This is just one of the many examples of web-

sites that students use to research in the Learning Commons. 

I welcome you to come and visit the Learning Commons at Silver Pines PS. and share what you see, 

hear, and feel when you walk into the space. For more information about the Ontario School Library 

Association’s definition for “Learning Commons” please take a look at the document Together for 

Learning (www.accessola.org).  

 

Lost and Found 

 

Please check that 

your child brings 

home his/her be-

longings on a 

daily business. 

Please remind 

your child(ren) to 

look periodically 

in the lost and found box for misplaced 

hats, boots, shoes, sweaters, coats etc. 

Labeling clothing with your child’s 

name is always a good idea. Any small 

items like rings, watches and valuables 

are held at the office. Any items remain-

ing in the lost and found will be sent to 

charity. 

 

From the ESL room 
The ESL room is open to students each morning, and it has 

become a busy hub for the English language learners (ELL) 

attending Silver Pines. While in the ESL room, students take 

part in lessons and activities focusing on a number of English 

language skills, including developing vocabulary and improving 

oral and written communication. The ESL teachers (Mrs. 

Pathak and Mrs. Ages) are also there to offer extra support 

with work that students are completing from their regular 

classrooms. This year, we also have started to implement use of 

the school’s iPads to develop English language skills by playing 

vocabulary building games and for translation purposes. Stu-

dents are really enjoying getting to use this technology in their 

learning. 

We have been so excited to see the excellent progress that many 

of our students have made in their English language skills over 

the first part of this school year. We have seen an  increase in 

students’ self-confidence have seen relationships build between 

students.  This has led to more and more students starting to 

speak regularly in class, sharing ideas and asking questions. 

It’s really wonderful to see! 

From, 

The ESL team 

http://www.openculture.com
http://www.accessola.org
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Please join us for Silver Pines Public School’s  

 

Welcome to Kindergarten Orientation 

Wednesday May 21, 2014 
6:00—7:00 P.M. 

 

This is a parent and future Silver Pines kindergarten student event.     

***Please bring your child with you.*** 

  

 Participate in early literacy interactive centres 

 Get ideas about resources to support early literacy development 

 Meet our present FDK educators  

 Meet School Council members  

 Learn about the Full Day Kindergarten programme  

 Opportunity to ask questions 

 Meet the Principal / Vice Principal 

  

Please RSVP at (905) 508-7303 

We look forward to meeting you and starting an exciting journey 

together! 

  

Mrs. A. Fishman, Principal, Ms S. Zarif, Vice Principal, and Kindergarten Educators 
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